
Celebrate the fifth anniversary of 
Islanders Write with us

On Sunday, August 5th at 7:30 pm, Islanders Write will kick off its fifth 
summer as the premiere writers festival on Martha’s Vineyard. The event 
will continue throughout the day on Monday, August 6, with panel dis-
cussions, writing workshops, editorial consultations, and an open mic.

It started like this: In 2014, The Martha’s Vineyard Times brought 20 
writers and editors together for a day of discussion about the art, craft, 
and business of writing. The day started at 8 am, with a panel discussion 
about writing for radio moderated by PBS’s Charlayne Hunter-Gault. 
Hourly panel discussions followed on topics such as writing cookbooks, 
writing for children, and how to get published. The event ended with 
an overflow crowd packed into the upstairs auditorium of the Grange 
Hall, listening to Pulitzer prizewinning historian David McCullough. 
In addition to the panel discussions, complimentary writing workshops 
were offered throughout the day. More than 400 people attended the first 
Islanders Write. Some people came for an hour; others arrived at eight in 
the morning and stayed for the entire day. 

Since 2014, Islanders Write has become an annual event for Vineyard 
residents and visitors interested in writing and the writing life. Islanders 
Write takes place at the Grange Hall in West Tisbury, and is free to the 
public. 

What makes Islanders Write unique as a writers’ festival is that everyone 
who is invited to speak has a connection to Martha’s Vineyard. Call it 
sourcing local, or a sustainable symposium, it is one of the reasons we be-
lieve Islanders Write has quickly emerged as an important and anticipat-
ed part of cultural life on the Vineyard. We bring the Island’s established 
and aspiring writers together, and the conversation begins. 

Authors, editors, agents, and publishers have spoken at Islanders Write 
on panels about journalism, cookbook writing, poetry, children’s books, 
narrative nonfiction, writing for television, film, and radio, memoir, 
biography, and mystery writing. Writers and editors have discussed and 
debated issues such as writing about race, politics, and gender. Best-sell-
ing novelists have talked about developing character and voice. We’ve 
offered panels on revising and editing, writing with humor, and research 
methods, as well as the road to publication through traditional publish-
ing, self-publishing, and new media. Last summer, we had our first pitch 
panel at Islanders Write, and invited six writers to pitch their book ideas 
to an established author, editor, and agent. 



Our speakers span the breadth of literary life. They have included best-
selling authors, Pulitzer prizewinners, and locally admired writers. The 
number of participants has grown from 20 during our first year to 34 last 
year. Many names are familiar as Islanders and writers we admire:  Nancy 
Slonim Aronie, Bliss Broyard, Geraldine Brooks, Callie Crossley, Junot 
Diaz, Linda Fairstein, Nicole Galland, John Hough, Jr., Jessica Harris, 
Tony Horwitz, Jemima James, Ward Just, Paul Karasik, Peter Kramer, 
Adam Mansbach, Willie Mason, David McCullough, Gregory Mone, Tina 
Miller, Richard North Patterson, Arnie Reisman, Cynthia Riggs, Alexan-
dra Styron, Amor Towles, and Catherine Walthers.

Islanders Write partners with Justen Ahren and Noepe Center for Liter-
ary Arts to offer complimentary writing workshops throughout the day. 
These popular workshops engage event attendees with hands-on oppor-
tunites. Two summers ago we added an open mic event to give attendees 
an opportunity to read their own work. And last year, novelist LaShonda 
Katrice Barnett offered six people with a finished draft of a novel one-on-
one editorial consultations. LaShonda will be back with us in 2018!

Beyond August: There are opportunities to broaden Islanders Write into 
year-round engagement, through off-season workshops, seminars, speak-
er series, school visits, essay contests, digital book discussion groups, 
etc., as a way to underscore the importance of storytelling in sustaining a 
community such as ours, and to highlight our vibrant creative economy. 

Why Islanders Write 
matters:

- IW encourages and promotes 
the creative economy. IW is fast 
becoming a destination event.

- Locally sustainable: Why import 
writers, editors, and publishers 
when the Vineyard has an ex-
traordinary wealth of intellectual 
and creative resources? From 
Pulitzer prizewinners to undis-
covered novelists, we engage the 
local community. 

-IW brings together and engages 
Vineyard residents and visitors.
And it’s FREE!

- Islanders Write offers expanded 
year-round programming with 
affiliated programs such as Island-
ers Read the Classics.

Promotion and publicity for Islanders Write:

- Islanders Write is heavily promoted on multiple platforms. 

- Beginning with our Memorial Day edition of the newspaper, print ads 
and editorial tie-in articles will run in all MV Times print and digital 
publications. These include: The MV Times, MV Arts & Ideas Magazine, 
Vineyard Visitor, mvtimes.com, vineyardvisitor.com, mvartsandideas.
com, islanderswrite.com.

- The MV Times newsletter The Minute has a subscription list of  5,000 
(and growing), and will feature news about upcoming Islanders Write 
events. 

- Extensive promotion of Islanders Write and Islanders Write events 
through social media, traditional media, and other media reaches Vine-
yard residents, visitors, and beyond. 

- The Islanders Write program book. This year we will be creating an ex-
panded  program book, which will include writing tips, writing prompts, 
and trivia about Island writers. 

-  Our boldly designed Islanders Write poster (see minature to the right) 
hangs on bulletin boards across the Vineyard. 



Become a sponsor:
This year, for the first time, we are offering unique sponsorship opportunities. Have your logo on our 
ads. Be part of the publicity. Increase your exposure. We invite you to join us in the celebration of our 
fifth year and to help us continue to offer Islanders Write to the Vineyard community as a free event. 

$2,000 - $5,000 sponsorship 

- Your logo on all our print and digital advertising, as well as on the Islanders Write
poster.

- A full-page ad in the Islanders Write program.

- Verbal thank-you during the introduction to every panel discussion.

$5,000 + sponsorship

- Your logo on all our print and digital advertising, as well as on the Islanders Write
poster.

- A full-page ad in the Islanders Write program.

- Verbal thank-you during the introduction to every panel discussion.

- Your banner on dispaly at Islanders Write advertising your business. 

For more information, please contact: 
Jamie Kageleiry at Jamie@mvtimes.com or Kate Feiffer at Kate@mvtimes.com

www.islanderswrite.com



Testimonials:

“I go to a lot of book festivals, but Islanders Write is unique. Because 
all the writers have something in common — an attachment to our 
Island community — there’s a warmth and depth to the conversa-
tions that I’ve never experienced anywhere else.”
    –Geraldine Brooks, Pulitzer prizewinning novelist

“The proof is in the pudding — or, in this case, the audiences. They fill 
the spacious second floor of the Grange Hall from eight in the morning 
through what always seems to be a sweltering summer day, Islanders and 
visitors in about equal number. Many are aspiring writers, and they come 
with an eagerness and openness to learning that I find touching. Others 
come, as far as I can tell, simply for the fun of it. Maybe it’s the Vineyard 
summer, or the pleasant rusticity of the Grange Hall, but writers, editors 
and agents are always, in my experience, wonderfully relaxed. The audi-
ence relaxes — or maybe they come relaxed — and discourse is frank and 
unguarded, but always cordial, and the time flies by. Islanders Write is a 
hugely popular event, for the best of reasons.”
      –John Hough, Jr., novelist

“The best writers’ conference in the world, combined with ‘This American 
Life,’ ‘The Moth’ and ‘Ted Radio Hour,’ and you must be at Islanders Write on 
Martha’s Vineyard. Get there at eight, bring lunch. You won’t want to leave.”
  –Nancy Slonim Aronie, essayist and author of “Writing From the Heart”

www.islanderswrite.com
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